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Chris�an Aid - Community Aid 

INTRODUCTION 

Chris�an Aid Week falls in May (10th –16th)  

It is a special week in the year when Chris�ans  think especially  about 

the needs of others  across the world and , this year in par�cular, about   

the needs of those closer to home.  

Jesus taught people that they should care for others.  

In this reflec�on I bring Chris�an Aid and Community Aid together.  

In my mind they are sisters, not strangers. 



 

HYMN 

 

When I needed a neighbour , were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

 And the creed and the colour and the name won’t ma"er 

 Were you there? 

 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there, were you there? 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 

 And the creed and the colour… 

 

I was cold, I was naked, were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked, were you there? 

 And the creed and the colour... 

 

When I needed a shelter, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter, were you there? 

 And the creed and the colour... 

 

When I needed a healer, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer, were you there? 

 And the creed and the colour... 

 

Wherever you travel I’ll be there, I’ll be there 

Wherever you travel I’ll be there,  

 And the creed and the colour and the name won’t ma"er 

 I’ll be there 

 

Words: Sydney Bertram Carter (1915-2004) 



CHRISTIAN AID was founded in 1945 directly a)er the Second World 

War. It was set up by a number of Bri�sh and Irish Churches. The       

original purpose was to raise funds for the re-se"lement of some of the 

millions of people le) homeless by the War. 

CHRISTIAN AID is a UK Charity working worldwide in over 37 countries, 

with Local Partners. The aims of the Organisa�on are to help people in 

prac�cal ways; expose poverty (and end it); challenge and change    

structures and systems that hold people back. 

CHRISTIAN AID is a Partnership of people, churches and local                 

organisa�ons, commi"ed to improving the quality and fairness of      

peoples’ lives worldwide. 

CHRISTIAN AID is widely recognised as an Organisa�on that is there 

during and a)er emergencies to save lives and support people long 

term. It works in many of the world’s most vulnerable communi�es and 

it carries out ground breaking work in key areas to help improve lives 

and reduce injus�ces. 

CHRISTIAN AID is a major member of Stop Climate Chaos, The Fairtrade 

Founda�on and Trade Jus�ce Movement. It is a charitable organisa�on 

that works to provide prac�cal support to our global neighbours in 

need. 

CHRISTIAN AID normally undertake a door to door collec�on that lasts 

one week in the month of May to raise much needed funds. Sadly, not 

in 2020 due to social distancing. But you can s�ll support the work of 

Chris�an Aid by giving a dona�on online at caweek.org/payin 



CHRISTIAN AID WEEK falls between May 10th—16th 

It is a special week in the year when Chris�ans think about the needs of 

others across the world and -  in par�cular- this year, about the needs 

of those closer to home. 

Jesus taught people that they should care for others. 

Today we celebrate the many ways in which people are bringing aid to 

others across the world and here in our local community. 

In our worship today, I am linking CHRISTIAN AID with COMMUNITY AID 

because I think COMMUNITY AID is equally  about providing prac�cal 

support and help to neighbours. 

In my mind CHRISTIAN AID and COMMUNITY AID are like sisters not 

strangers. 

It is quite ironic that I am recording part of this reflec�on in Dunipace 

Parish Church & Community Garden.  

The crea�vity that is flourishing within our local communi�es is       

amazing as people find new ways to share the gospel message and help 

their neighbours during this pandemic. The community care flourishing  

is as fragrant and as beau�ful as the spring flowers in the garden 



 

SHARED GOALS & VALUES 

Chris�an Aid and Community Aid share Goals and Values. 

Whether the aid we offer is undertaken overseas or at home, our goals for the 

people of the world and the people of our communi�es are the same:  

  

• Working with local partners to fight injus�ce, respond to humanitarian       

emergencies, campaign for change, and help people claim services and rights 

they are en�tled to. 

• Ensuring people are not discriminated against for any reason 

• Making the most of opportuni�es that can rebuild lives, restore lost hope and 

bring light into dark tunnels 

• Calling for humanity to display communion rather than exploita�on 

• Calling for jus�ce for those who have done the least to cause the crisis but are 

suffering the most as a result of it 

• Calling everyone (neighbours and stranger) to imagine how the world would 

be, how people’s lives would be, if we all did everything we could to work  

     towards the restora�on of the broken and the flourishing of all. 

 

Today we gather as the family of humanity 

Remembering that we are all called to: 

Act Justly—Love Mercy—Walk Humbly 



        AID 

    Chris�an Aid Community Aid 

    Live Aid  Band Aid 

    Water Aid Ac�on Aid 

    First Aid  Lemon Aid 

        What’s it all in Aid of? 
 

Let me explain. 

I have a mobile phone but it’s not a SMART phone 

I have a PC (Personal Computer) but it’s not an iPad 

This actually means that I have limited resources because my old       

gadgets that seemed wonderful up �ll March 23rd 2020 are just not 

suitable for the needs of today. With the focus being very much on 

online services, zoom, webinars, and other such social media            

technologies, I am le) feeling marginalised and outdated.  Thankfully 

though my limita�ons are compensated for through the gi)s and skills 

of others who have the right technology and have come to my aid in a 

bid to help me feel included. 

All across the world, people are in a similar situa�on, their resources are 

limited, outdated and totally inadequate for life today. It might not be 

smart phones they need or iPads but new updated schools, homes,  

hospitals, etc. 

In many of our own local communi�es there are people whose             

resources are very limited due to social distancing and self- isola�on. 

They need  people to come to their AID and provide them with the  

prac�cal help and support they need to feel included and valued. 

I once read “If you have lemons you can  make lemonade” 

In other words we need to use what we  have to help change lives. 

That’s what it’s all in AID of. 



 

THUMBS UP PRAYER 

When reading (or hearing this prayer) you might want to have a pause 

at the end of each sentence. You might also want to raise your thumbs 

to show your support for each need  we pray for. 

 

Gracious God, 

Into the hearts of the lonely—bring words of friendship 

Into the hands of  the weary—bring the strength of your word 

Into the minds of the troubled—bring words of calm reassurance 

Into the stomachs of the empty—bring the bread of life 

Into the mouths of the thirsty—bring the water of life 

Into the homes of the anxious—bring words of peace 

Into the pain of the sick — bring words of healing 

Into the fear of the dying—bring words of comfort 

Into the lives of those who feel lost—bring words of guidance 

Into the fear of those who have lost their jobs—bring words of hope 

Into the needs of every community— bring words of promise 

Into the brokenness of  the world—bring the wholeness of your word 

Bring all these things, Gracious God, through our ac�ons, through our 

giving, through  our sharing and through our caring. 

So that everything we do, Lord, in a bid to bring aid to others, is fiOng 

and  undertaken with sincerity.  Amen  



SCRIPTURE 

One day Jesus was standing near the place where people could give 

money to the temple funds. He watched many people come past and 

put quite large sums of money into the chest. They were giving very 

generously and were probably feeling proud and pleased with them-

selves for their kindly ac�on. 

Presently a poor widow came along. When she came close to the treas-

ury chest, she stopped to see  what money she had.  She took out two 

very small coins—the only coins she possessed—probably worth about 

a penny, and quietly and discreetly, put them into the chest before  con-

�nuing on her way. 

Jesus, though, had no�ced her and he called the disciples to him.  

He told them that he had seen the rich people giving large sums and 

then the small gi) of the poor widow.  

Then Jesus said, “I tell you this. This poor widow has given more than 

any of the others, for these others who have given had more than 

enough, but she, with less than enough, has given all that she had to live 

on.” 

Mark 12: 43-44 
 

The woman in the story had li"le but she s�ll wanted to do something 

to help, although she had very li"le,. 

A cheery word, a comfor�ng had, a shoulder to cry on, a few minutes 

conversa�on on the phone, a gree�ngs card, a wave to a neighbour as 

you pass their window, cost li"le , if anything—yet are sources of aid we 

can bring to others.  Li"le offerings that can have a huge impact. 



A Lesson Worth Learning 

Story wri"en by Jean W  Gallacher 

“Today, children, I would like us to think about sharing what we have to 

help bring aid to others.” The words were spoken gently and were 

enthusias�cally received by most of the children. 

Samantha was a child with a big heart. She didn’t have much but was  

always willing to help in whatever way she could. Samantha ins�nc�vely 

put the needs of others before herself. “Oh this sounds exci�ng” she   

exclaimed out loudly. She liked to learn about children in other parts of 

the world and she wanted to be a nurse when she grew up. 

Sam, the li"le lad who sat beside Samantha in the class was one of her 

best friends. They were completely different in nature. Sam could be 

greedy and selfish. He tended to put himself first and rarely thought 

about others. He wanted to own a  fancy sports car before he was   

twenty! Well, they do say opposites a"ract! 

The children were to think about how they could give some of their 

pocket money to help bring much needed aid to others. 

Samantha received 10p on a Friday night. She knew she desperately 

needed a new pencil which would cost 5p. This would leave her 5p.  

In her heart she desperately wanted to give it all. She also needed a 

new eraser but not desperately. The eraser would cost 3p, leaving her 

2p to give to help aid others.   Samantha took �me to think about it. 

Sam was not happy at all. He didn’t want to give any of his pocket    

money away. He received 50p on a Friday night—with more if he asked. 

“It’s not my fault if others need help” he blurted out loud enough for 

the whole class to hear. A great big sigh could be heard. 

Sam liked to buy sweets, lots and lots of sweets.  

When Sam saw Samantha step forward and put her 5p into the basket,  



Sam felt a strange feeling in his heart. All of the other children stepped 

forward and each gave what they thought was right to give. Sam didn’t 

want to be the only child in the class who didn’t give. 

Reluctantly he stepped forward. Sam had quickly decided that he 

would give the same amount as Samantha—only because he wanted 

to “keep up with her—or in with her!” If he gave 5p he would s�ll have 

45p to spend on sweets. Sam held his coins for as long as he could,    

before slowly dropping a 5p into the basket. 

Sam felt good, a)er all, he had given the same as Samantha. 

The teacher then encouraged the children to work out what percent-

age of their pocket money they had given to bring aid to others. 

Samantha wasn’t quick at working out percentages but Sam was.  

Sam sat s�ll in his chair. “What is it Samantha asked?” “Have you 

worked out the percentages?” Yes he had. 

Sam had 50p and gave 5p . He had given 10%   

I/10 of what he had to spend.  

Samantha had 10p and gave 5p. She had given 50%. 

1/2 of what she had to spend. 

Sam quickly realised in monetary terms, yes they had given the same 

but as a percentage of what they each had. Sam have given               

considerably less than Samantha.  On top of this Samantha  had given 

cheerfully, Sam had given rather grudgingly. 

The teacher read the children the story from the Bible about the 

“Widow’s Mite” the woman with li"le who had given everything she 

had.  

Hearing the story made Sam think about Samantha. How kind and    

generous she was. In fact Sam worked out that even if Samantha had 

bought the eraser as well as her pencil, and had only given 2p  instead    



of the 5p, she would s�ll have given 20% of what she had to spend 

which amounted to 1/5. S�ll more than Sam. 

Sam realised that Samantha had given up something she needed (a new 

eraser)  to help others get what they needed more. How thoughSul she 

was. 

Sam was quiet for the rest of the day. He had a lot to think about. So 

much so at the end of the day he bought a new eraser for Samantha out 

of his 45p. “Why did you get me a new eraser” Samantha asked. She 

knew that Sam didn’t give others much at any �me. “Because” he said, 

“You taught me a lesson in giving, a lesson I will never forget” 

Samantha did become a nurse—in fact she became the Director of 

Nursing for a new health project in Nigeria. 

Sam never got his fancy sports car by the age of twenty.  He became the  

Accounts Manager for the same new health project in Nigeria.  

They con�nue to work together, bringing much needed medical aid  and 

financial support to people whose needs are great and whose resources 

are very limited. 

 

The Lord loves a cheerful giver, those who willingly 

give a fiFng propor�on of their: 

 Time 

 Abili�es 

 Possessions 



SCRIPTURE 

“Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give 

you drink? 

And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 

clothe you? 

And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” 

And the King will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 

of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.” 

Mathew: 25: 37-40 

 

PRAYER 

Thank you, Lord, for people like Captain Tom, who, at the age of 99 

years, was so moved by the needs of the sick and the care of the      

medical and nursing staff  that he decided to walk round his garden to 

raise much needed funds for the NHS. 

Thank you Lord for the tremendous response he received and for the   

incredible sum of well over 27 million pounds which he raised  with 

great humility and deep thanksgiving. 

Thank you, Lord for the li"le girl who taught her local community how 

to sing their street song,  showing their support for Key workers, using 

Makaton sign language, thus allowing her to feel very much a part of it. 

Thank you Lord for the loving way in which her community rallied to her 

need and helped her feel included. 

Thank you, Lord, for the many people who in so many incredibly simple 

or significant ways bring community aid to  people they do now know at 

home and Chris�an Aid  to so many  more in other parts of the world. 

Thank you, Lord, for the way in which this reminds us that we are one 

family—the family of humanity. Amen. 



 

 

WHAT CAN YOU PUT INSIDE THE ENVELOPE? 

WHO IS IT FOR—WHO CAN YOU BRING AID TO? 

 

Imagine you are holding a Chris�an Aid or a Community Aid envelope 

in your hands. What would you put inside this envelope? 

 

What �me, abili�es or possessions would it contain that have come 

from you? 

 

Who would you be suppor�ng at home or in other lands? 

 

What needs do they have that you feel you can help support? 

 

Take �me to think about this, there are many who need our support. 

 

Remember that PRAYER is a giI to offer, that is as important as money, 

skills and �me etc...  



 

SCRIPTURE 

“Coming to the Aid of our neighbours” 

 

An expert in the law asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?” 

In reply Jesus said, “A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho, when 

he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 

him and went away, leaving him half-dead. 

A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 

the man, he passed by on the other side. 

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 

the other side. 

But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came to where the man was; and 

when he saw him, he came to his aid. He went to him and bandaged 

his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his    

donkey; brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he 

took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. “Look a)er 

him,” he said, “and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra   

expense you may have.” 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who 

fell into the hands of robbers and needed help?” 

“The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

Luke 10: 29-37   NIV 



 

What holds us back when it comes to helping others? 
 

The story of the Good Samaritan  reminds us that more o)en that we 

are prepared to admit, our help in �mes of trouble, o)en comes from 

strangers, people we do not know but people who have the skills to aid 

us. Yes, of course we do have help and support from family and friends 

and this is much needed and appreciated but think about how many 

strangers have come to your assistance, willingly and meaningfully. 
 

The story reminds us, as illustrated by the priest in the story, that o)en 

our work commitments, daily rou�nes and “self-made priori�es”,  get 

in the way of helping others. How could the priest conduct worship if 

his hands were dirty or he was too late? Some�mes we do get our    

priori�es wrong and some�mes our priori�es are set by others.        

Perhaps Jesus is telling us that we need to listen, some�mes less to 

“self-made priori�es” and much more to the priori�es God set. One of 

these priori�es is to care for self and  for others. 
 

Equally, as illustrated by the Levite in the story, it can be too many rules 

and regula�ons that hold us back and prevent us from aiding others. 

Rules are necessary. We must protect others and indeed ourselves, but 

this present coronavirus pandemic has shown how strangers and 

neighbours are trus�ng each other and helping each other in ways that 

previously they would have been reluctant to do. 
 

Most importantly of all, this story reminds us that we are all part of 

one world. As scripture also reminds us, “There is neither Jew nor  

Gen�le, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 

are all one in Christ Jesus.” Gala�ans 3:28 NIV 

Love surely compels us to act in the interests of each other. You helped 

me today and I might well be the one who helps you tomorrow!  We 

are in it together.  Chris�an Aid & Community Aid sit side by side. 



CHRISTIAN AID PRAYER 

God you know us. 

You know that we can be loving and kind  

You know that o)en we get things wrong. 

We some�mes fail others  

And we don’t bother to take care of your world 

Warming gases fill the atmosphere 

Pollu�on turns clean air foul 

Climate breakdown wreaks havoc 

The seas roar  with the grief of all the plas�c that fills it 

The fields exclaim  despair for delayed rains and prolonged drought 

For species ex�nc�on on a daily basis 

No song of joy rings out 

From the trees of the forest decimated by forest fires 

What can we do? 

Our riches are not always enough 

We can act fairly, we can love kindness, we can walk humbly 

And we can rediscover your love of crea�on and reflect it in our lives 

Gracious God 

May your love that never ends 

Be our comfort, strength and guide, 

For the wellbeing of all and 

The glory of God.  

Amen 



 

HYMN 

 

We cannot measure how you heal or answer every sufferer’s prayer 

Yet we believe your grace responds where faith and doubt unite to care 

Your hands, though bloodied on the cross, survive to hold and heal and 

warn, to carry all through death to life and cradle children yet unborn 

 

The pain that will not go away, the guilt that clings from things long 

past 

The fear of what the future holds, are present as if meant to last. 

But present too is love which tends, the hurt we never hoped to find 

The private agonies inside, the memories that haunt the mind 

 

So some have come who need your help and some have come to make 

amends 

As hands which shaped and saved the world are present in the touch of 

friends 

Lord, let your Spirit meet us here, to mend the body, mind, and soul 

To disentangle peace from pain, and make your broken people whole 

 

Words: John. L. Bell (b.1949) and Graham Maule (b.1958) 

 



 

Blessing 

May the presence of the Creator refresh you 

May the comfort of the Son renew you 

May the inspira�on of the Spirit restore you 

To be love in ac�on, even from a distance, 

In our neighbourhoods, near and far, 

This day and for evermore. 

Amen 
 

Chris�an Aid  - Community Aid 

 

If you wish to make a dona�on to Chris�an Aid, you can do so online at 

caweek.org/payin 

If you wish to support Aid opportuni�es in the local community please 

checkout the community facebook page.  
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